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Local Development Plan

• Key element of council’s new planning powers 

• Long term spatial plan for 15-20 yrs

• Primary basis of all planning decisions

• Will shape and guide future development / growth 

• Helps provide certainty & framework for investment

• Replaces BMAP & most regional planning policies
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The Plan-Led System 

• Section 6 (4) of the Planning Act (2011) directs that in 

making any determination under its provisions, regard 

is to be had to the LDP and that determination must be 

made in accordance with the plan unless material 

considerations indicate otherwise. 

• This establishes the primacy of the LDP in the plan-led 

system as acknowledged by paragraph 5.11 of the SPPS
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LDP - Transitional Arrangements

• Any conflict between the policy contained in a 

departmental development plan and those of the PS 

must be resolved in favour of the PS. 

• A departmental development plan will therefore 

remain in effect for the area for which it was made 

until the council adopts the Local Policies Plan.



Strategic Policies

• Growth Strategy

• Sustainable Development

• Improving Health and Wellbeing

• Community Cohesion

• Positive placemaking

• Environmental Resilience

• Connectivity

• Green and Blue Infrastructure 
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Growth & Sustainable Development 
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The LDP is one of the key spatial 

tools to shape the physical form 

of Belfast through a sustainable 

approach that delivers the 

growth aspirations of the 

Belfast Agenda and RDS. 

Policy SP1A – Managing 

growth and supporting 

infrastructure delivery

Policy SP1 – Growth strategy

Policy SP2 – Sustainable 

development



Resilience and Green & Blue Infrastructure
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Recognises the multi-benefits of green and 

blue infrastructure, including for climate 

resilience, biodiversity, wellbeing and 

community cohesion. 

SP6 - Environmental 

resilience

Policy SP8 – Green & 

blue infrastructure 
network



107 Operational Plan Strategy Policies

17 Supplementary Planning Guidance Documents



Growth: Policy HOU1– Accommodating new homes

SPG

SPG



Policy ENV2 – Mitigating environmental change
New policy to help mitigate climate 

change.

Sustainable patterns of 

development that reduce the need 

to travel, private car use, 

congestion, carbon emissions and 

air pollution.

Demolition of buildings should be 

last resort – such proposals must 

demonstrate why and reuse  as 

much as possible.

Promote innovative building 

technologies and passive design. 

Possible Statement of Sustainability 

– future guidance proposed.
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ENV3 – Adapting to environmental change

New policy to help climate 

change adaptation.

Adaptation measures to 

ensure resilience, 

endurance and safety.

Demonstration of 

resilience measures for 

new development. 

Green measures, passive 

design, public safety and 

severe weather/ flood 

resistance.

28/11/23



Policy: ENV4 – Flood risk

Short policy based on the precautionary approach, cross referencing 

policies in SPPS. Accompanied by SPG to provide technical guidance.

Taken together, generally in accordance with current flood risk policy 

– updated to take account of DfI Rivers guidance. DfI Rivers remains 

statutory consultee.  No significant change in approach.

SPG



Policy: ENV5 – Sustainable drainage systems (SuDS)

Now an LDP requirement based on multiple 

benefits of ‘soft SuDS’. The policy requires SuDS 

for most new developments. 

Aligns with Green and Blue Infrastructure Plan 

(GBIP) and accompanied by SPG to provide 

additional context and guidance.

SPG



Policy: GB1 – Green & blue infrastructure network
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New policy to help create 

and protect network of G&B 

infrastructure across Belfast 

to help deliver multiple 

benefits.

Aligns with GBIP and brings 

it (and associated plans/ 

strategies) into LDP.

Generally informs other 

operational policies, 

including open space, trees, 

resilience.



Policy NH1–Protection of natural heritage resources

- The careful design of new development should ensure that there is no 

damage to nature conservation interests. 

- Through the application of this policy the precautionary principle 

approach seeks to ensure the protection of important natural 

heritage interests.

SPG



17 x Supplementary Planning Guidance



Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG)

• Advertising and Signage

• Affordable Housing and 

Housing Mix

• Development Viability

• Evening & Night time Economy

• Loss of Zoned Employment 

Land

• Masterplanning Approach for 

Major Development

• Placemaking and Urban Design

• Planning and Flood Risk

• Residential Design (including 

Adaptable and Accessible 

Accommodation)

• Residential Extensions and 

Alterations

• Retail & Main Town Centre Uses

• Sensitive Uses

• Sustainable Drainage Systems 

(SuDS)

• Tall Buildings

• Transportation

• Trees and Development

• Waste Infrastructure



• Non statutory planning guidance that support clarifies and 

illustrates by example policies included in the proposed planning 

policy framework

• It is a material consideration in determining planning applications 

but must be read in conjunction with the LDP

• In addition to local SPG produced by the council, the DfI may 

produce regional SPG in relation to regional planning policies.

• Commitment at Independent Examination (Consultation and 

parallel adoption with Plan Strategy)

Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG)



• Supports development that maximises core 

principles of good placemaking

• Emphasis on the importance of design as a 

strategic consideration

• Understanding how local context and 

character influences built form including 

heritage, layout, scale, height, materials 

and architectural language 

• Reinforces a sense of place by emphasising 

locally distinctive features

SPG – Placemaking and Urban Design

Sense of 
place



• Promotes a holistic approach to site 

assembly, layout and design that is 

mindful of adjacent sites

• Encourages higher densities appropriate 

for city living and a growing economy

• Maximises solutions to deliver energy 

efficiencies (BREEAM ‘excellent’)

• Promotes opportunities for urban repair 

and greater connectivity
Higher densities

SPG – Masterplanning Approach



SPG – Planning and  flood risk



Sets out context of  traditional drainage 

arrangements and implications for Belfast.

Includes “Myth-busting” section.

Aimed at all scales of development.

Non-technical design guidance - illustrated 

with photos of examples and simple diagrams.

Provides practical solutions for a range of 

typical types, scales and locations of 

development.

SPG – Sustainable drainage systems (SuDS)



SPG – Trees and Development

Replaces best practice guide by former DoE.

Sets out multiple benefits and value of trees 

- links to other environmental policy aims.

Advice on incorporating existing and new 

trees in development.

Advice on how to carry out works around 

trees.

Photos and illustrations of best practice.

Outlines some technical terms and further 

sources of information.



Next Stage: Local Policies Plan



www.belfastcity.gov.uk/ldp

https://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/Plannin

g-and-building-control/Planning/Local-

development-plan-(1)/Local-

development-plan/Adoption-of-Plan-

Strategy-documents



Thank You


